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ABSTRACT
The current research establishes the relationship between the tourism sector and 
the economic growth of Karnataka with a special reference to the impact of popular 
heritage sites. The data for the study were collected from 2008 to 2022. Through the 
identification and presentation of key heritage sites, this study delves into the correlation 
between tourist influx and the state’s gross domestic product using regression analysis. 
Additionally, this paper also conducts a comprehensive SWOT analysis to assess the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats inherent in Karnataka’s tourism 
landscape. By examining the relationship, the paper aims to provide insights into the 
significant role of tourism in Karnataka’s economy, offering valuable implications for 
policymakers and stakeholders in sustainable tourism development.
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INTRODUCTION

Travel and tourism activities are a reality in the era of globalisation. Tourists are travelling to 
enjoy leisure or be involved in business purposes. It drives exports, creates jobs, and generates 
prosperity across the world (Chanda, 2022). It increases global peace and integrity. It allows 
a country to showcase its cultural and natural heritage across the world. It helps to cover 
the cost of conservation of historic and archaeological sites and prevents the disappearance 
and deterioration of these sites. It is a profitable industry, and a base of economy for many 
countries (Anitha & Chandrashekara, 2017). It produces revenue without actually exporting 
any material goods, or without exhausting natural resources. Such an industry is directly 
related to the global economy. Global recession, and outbreaks of global diseases (such as the 
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H1N1 influenza virus in 2009, and the Corona pandemic in 2019) directly affect the arrival of 
tourists. The tourism industry is a part of the service sector (Vishnu, 2023).

Tourism like in any other country, showcases Indian culture and heritage. India is a 
tourist’s paradise due to its natural surroundings, diverse customs, architectural masterpieces, 
languages, paintings, dances, music, etc. It is vital for our society and economy. We follow 
the cultural tradition ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ (Guest is God). India is rich in cultural and natural 
biodiversity. It is the third-largest industry in India, where more than 10 million people are 
directly or indirectly involved (Sahoo et al., 2020). It generates employment and foreign 
exchange (Reddy & Malleswari, 2017). Its cultural heritage, varied lifestyles, visitor-friendly 
traditions, luxurious palaces, evergreen gardens, high forts, colourful fairs and festivals are 
attractions for tourists (Kaboor & Somashekar, 2018; Chhatoi & Mishra. 2018). Technological 
parks, mountain peaks, beaches, wildlife, and centres of pilgrimage are some of the tourist 
attractions in India. Ayurveda, meditation, yoga, Heritage trains, Siddha and natural health 
resorts are the other tourist attractions (Roopa & Ramachandra, 2022). Indian handicrafts, 
particularly leather goods, carpets, jewellery, and brass work, are shopping items for foreign 
tourists. The Central and State Governments are taking several initiatives to promote tourism 
in India (Gouda & Binoy, 2017).

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The general objectives of this paper are to study the prospects and challenges of the tourism 
industry in Karnataka. The special objectives are:

•	 To analyse the status and trends of tourism in Karnataka, including tourist arrivals, 
attractions and infrastructure development; 

•	 To examine the economic contributions of tourism to Karnataka’s GDP over last decade;

•	 To identify the key factors influencing tourist preferences and decisions to visit Karnataka;

•	 To assess the socio-economic benefits generated by tourism activities in Karnataka; and 

•	 To investigate the challenges and constraints faced by the tourism sector in Karnataka and 
their potential impacts on the GDP growth of the state.

Hypothesis of the Study

Data analyses have been done on the following hypothesis: 

H0: There is no relationship between tourist arrivals, and the Gross Domestic Product of 
Karnataka, and 

Ha: There is a relationship between the tourist arrivals, and the Gross Domestic Product 
of Karnataka.

Methods and Materials

a)	 Study area Description: Karnataka is a state in the south-western region of India. It is 
bordered with Tamil Nadu to the southeast, Kerala to the southwest, Telangana to the 
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northeast, Goa to the northwest, 
Maharashtra to the north, and 
Andhra Pradesh to the east. It is 
sixth and eighth-largest Indian 
state by area, and population 
respectively. As per the 2011 
census, the total population of the 
state is 6, 11,30,704. Bangalore is 
the capital of Karnataka. The state 
has three principal geographical 
zones: the Bayaluseeme region, 
the hilly Malenadu region, and the coastal region of Karavali and Tulu Nadu.

b)	 Design and Approach: The paper is based on the secondary data. The data have been 
collected from the reports of the Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation, 
Tourism Department and Karnataka Tourism Society. Besides, a number of journals and 
books have also been referred to for the purpose.

c)	 Method of Analysis: Different methods of qualitative and quantitative analysis comprising 
tabulation, correlation analysis, text analysis and regression analysis have been performed 
to reveal the growth of the tourism industry in Karnataka in general and the sustainable 
perspectives of the industry in particular. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Geographically, the state is featured with major rivers (like Krishna and Kaveri), beaches, 
waterfalls, forests, and scenic hills ranges. UNESCO World Heritage Sites, shrines, national 
parks, monuments etc. attracts millions of tourists in the state. The Western Ghats and the 
southern districts are more popular for eco-tourism. There are five national parks and 25 
wildlife sanctuaries in the state. The Bandipur National Park is situated in the Chamarajnagar 
district and part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve since 1986. The Bannerghatta National Park 
is situated near Bangalore while the Nagarahole National Park is situated in Kodagu and 
Mysuru district of the state. The monuments of Pattadakal and Hampi are included in the list 
of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites. Hampi is a religious centre, situated in the Vijayanagara 
district. The Hampi monuments are a subset of the wider-spread Vijayanagara ruins. Most of 
the monuments are related to Hinduism. Virupaksha temple, ruins of the Vijaya Vittala temple 
are special attractions in Hampi. 

Karnataka is a state with abundant lush green forests, mountains, lakes, hills, rivers, and 
valleys. Kudremukh, Mullayanagiri, Agumbe, Kumara Parvata, Tadiandamol, Pushpagiri 
Hills, Kodachadri, and Madhugiri are the important of the state mountain peaks. Agumbe is 
called the ‘Cherrapunjee of the South’. Jogigundi Falls, Onaki Abbi Falls, and Barkana Falls 
are the perfect picnic spot. Kudremukh is the highest peak situated in Chikkamagaluru district.  
The rivers of the state generally originate from the Western Ghat ranges. There are seven river 
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systems in the state. Devout Hindus call the Kaveri River as Dakshina Ganga (the Ganges of 
the South). People worship the river as Goddess Kaveriamma.

Table 1: Popular Tourist Destinations in Karnataka

Tourism Cluster Focus Tourism Destinations
Urban tourism Kalaburgi, Srirangapatna, Belur-Halebeedu, Mysuru, and Coorg.
Heritage tourism Kalaburgi, Bidar, Vijayapura, Pattadakal, Aihole, Badami, and Hampi.
Nature Tourism Hassan, Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru, Uttara Kannada, and Shivamogga.
Wildlife tourism Bannerghatta, Cauvery, Bandipur, and Nagarhole.
Wellness tourism Mysuru
Religious tourism Ramnagar (Sufi), Vijayapura, Bidar, Kalaburgi, Shravanabelagola, 

Gokarna.
Coastal Tourism Muradeshwar, Kundapur, Udupi, Mangaluru, Karwar & Gokarna.

Source: Karnataka Tourism Policy 2015-2020

Table 1 discusses the popular tourist destinations in seven tourism clusters in the state.  
Karnataka has many picturesque lakes and waterfalls. Every year many tourists visit the state 
to see the Krishna Raja Sagara Lake, Karanji Lake, Kukkarahalli Lake, Hebbal Lake, Lal 
Bagh Botanical Garden Lake, Bellandur Lake, Ulsoor Lake, Sankey Tank, Hesaraghatta Lake, 
Madiwala Lake, Honnamana Kere, and Unkal Lake. The lakes are a great place to watch birds 
and to enjoy water sports. Jog Falls, Shivanasamudra Falls, Gokak Falls, Iruppu Falls, Abbey 
waterfalls, Hebbe Falls, Sathodi Falls, Unchalli Falls, Kalhatti Falls, Godchinamalaki Falls, 
Benne Hole Falls, and Chelavara Falls are some of the popular waterfalls. The Jog Fall is also 
known as ‘Niagra of India’.

Hill stations in Karnataka are famous for their serene environment, tall mountains and 
lush green forests. Coorg, Chikmagaluru, Sakleshpur, Kemmanagundi, Sirsi, Agumbe, Biligiri 
Ranga Hills, Male Mahadeshwara Betta, and Kudremukha are the popular hill stations in 
Karnataka. Coorg is known as the Scotland of India. Coorg is home to the Nagarhole National 
Park, and wildlife sanctuaries like Brahmagiri, Pushpagiri, and Talacauvery. Besides these 
places, Dubare, Bylakuppe, Omkareshwara Temple, Iruppu Falls, Abbey Falls, and Raja’s Seat 
are the major attractions in Coorg. Chikkamagaluru is called the Coffee Land of Karnataka. 
Sakleshpur hill station is situated in Hassan district. Pandavar Gudda, Hemavathi Dam, Betta 
Byraveshwara Temple, Magajahalli Waterfalls, Agni Gudda Hill, Sakleshwara Temple, and 
Manjarabad Fort are the major attractions in Sakleshpur.

Kemmanagundi hill station is popularly known as KR Hills. Tourists can view the Hebbe 
Falls, Shanti Falls, Bhadra Tiger Reserve, Baba Budan Hill, Kalhattagiri Falls, Hebbe Falls, 
Rock Garden, and Z Point. Sirsi Hill station is called the ‘Gateway of Western Ghats’, or 
‘Gateway of Malenadu’. Gudavi Bird Sanctuary, Banavasi, Devimane Ghat, Sodhe/Sonda, 
Sahashralinga, Mattighatta Falls, Manjuguni, Muregar Falls, Burude Falls, Shivaganga Falls, 
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Benne Hole Falls, and Marikamba Temple are the major attractions of Sirsi. Biligiri Ranga 
Hills is the wildlife corridor that connects the Eastern Ghats to the Western Ghats.

Table 2: Year-wise Tourist Arrivals in Karnataka

Year Tourist % Share Rank
Domestic Foreign DTV FTV DTV FTV

2008 12797937 174040 2.30 1.20 10 13
2010 38202077 380995 5.20 2.10 5 11
2011 84107390 574005 9.89 2.94 4 9
2012 94052729 595359 9.08 2.87 4 9
2013 98010140 636378 8.56 3.19 4 9
2014 118283220 561870 9.17 2.49 3 9
2015 119863942 636502 8.37 2.73 4 9
2016 128762600 461752 8.04 1.87 5 11
2017 179980191 498148 10.89 1.85 3 11
2018 214306456 543716 11.55 1.88 3 11
2019 227934714 608754 9.82 1.94 4 11
2020 77453339 165325 12.69 2.31 3 12
2021 81333659 72487 12.00 6.87 4 4
2022 182413200 128500 10.54 1.50 - -

Source: Indian Tourism Statistics, 2008-2023, published by Ministry of Tourism, Government 
of India.

Table 2 discusses the year-wise arrival of tourists in Karnataka. It has been observed that 
tourist visits have been on the rise since 2008 and declined after 2019 due to the COVID 
pandemic. The number of domestic tourist visitors(DTV) was more than 22.7 crores in 2019, 
which dropped to only 7.7 crores in 2020, and finally reached 18. 24 crores in 2022. The arrival 
of foreign tourist visitors(FTV) was 6.08 lakhs in 2019 which declined to 1.65 lakhs in 2020, 
and further to 1.28 lakhs in 2022. Lockdowns, and travel restrictions, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic were the key factors behind the sudden drop in tourist arrivals. 

Bangalore is the capital of Karnataka and is famous for its software development city 
and popularly known all over the world as Silicon Valley of India. Lal Bagh Botanical 
Garden, ISKCON Temple, National Gallery of Modern Art, Bangalore Palace, Devanahalli 
Fort, Janapada Loka, Innovative Film City, Commercial Street, Wonderla Amusement 
Park, Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium, Krishna Rajendra Market, Ulsoor Lake, Bannerghatta 
National Park, Vidhana Soudha, Shivoham Shiva Temple, and HAL Aerospace Museum are 
the popular places in the city. Mysuru, Kalaburagi, Mangalore, and Belagavi are the other 
popular cities of the state. Mysuru is situated at the foothills of Chamundi Hills. Mysuru 
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Palace, Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Gardens, Somnathpur Temple, Namdroling Monastery, 
Lokaranjan Aqua World Underwater Zoo, Sri Chamundeshwari Temple, Venugopala Swamy 
Temple, Melkote, Mysuru Sand Sculpture Museum, and Himada Gopalswamy Temple are the 
key attractions of Mysuru.  

Kalaburagi is the largest city in northern Karnataka. Khwaja Bande Nawaz Dargah, 
Sharana Basaveshwara Temple, The Haft Gumbaz Tomb, Chandralamba Temple, Gulbarga 
Fort, Dattatreya Temple, Chandrampalli Dam, and Buddha Vihara are the key attractions 
of Kalaburagi. Mangalore is a beautiful Arabian sea port. Mangaladevi Temple, Kudroli 
Gokarnatheshwara Temple, Kateel Shri Durgaparameshwari Temple, Tannirbhavi Beach, 
Panambur Beach, Sammilan Shetty’s Butterfly Park, Surathkal Beach, Shri Sharavu 
Mahaganapathi Temple, and Sri Venkataramana Temple are popular tourist attractions of the 
city.

Table 3: Selected Monuments visited by tourists in Bangalore

Monuments 2021-22 2022-23 % Growth
Foreign Domestic Foreign Domestic Foreign Domestic

Dariya Daulath Bagh 891 142935 8614 436759 866.78 205.56
Palace of Tipu Sultan 976 100193 7179 248490 635.55 148.01
Keshava Temple 662 75793 5681 143360 758.16 89.15
Fortress and Temple 
Chitrudurga Fort

819 210483 1809 407714 120.88 93.70

TOTAL 3348 529404 23283 1236323 595.43 133.53

Source: Indian Tourism Statistics. 2023, p.140. published by Ministry of Tourism, Government 
of India.

Table 3 discusses the number of tourists who visited the monuments of Bangalore. It has 
been observed that many of the tourists visited the fortresses and temples. The number of 
domestic tourists who visited the monuments were 5.29 lakhs in 2021-22 and 12.36 lakhs in 
2022-23. Therefore, the number of domestic tourists increased by 133.53 per cent during the 
said period. On the other hand, arrival of the foreign tourists was 3348 and 23283 in 2021-22 
and 2022-23 respectively. Therefore, the foreign tourist arrivals increased by 595.43 per cent 
during the period.  

Karnataka has more potential for religious tourism. It has holy places of worship. Guru 
Nanak Jhira Sahib, Gurudwara Shri Mai Bhago Sahib, Gurdwara Singh Sabha Jalahalli, 
and Gurudwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha are popular Gurudwaras of Karnataka. Sacred Heart 
Church (Bangalore), Holy Trinity Church (Bangalore), St. Antony’s Shrine (Mysuru), St. 
Bartholomew’s Church (Mysuru), Infant Jesus Cathedral (Mysuru), CSI Wesley Cathedral 
(Mysuru), and Church of Our Lady of Miracles (Mangalore) are major churches. It has many 
mosques showing Islamic architecture, culture, and history. Jama Masjid (Bijapur), Tipu 
Sultan’s Mosque (Bangalore), Hazrat Tawakkal Mastan Shah Dargah (Bangalore), Ibrahim 
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Rauza (Bijapur), Shahi Masjid (Gulbarga), Gumbaz Mausoleum (Srirangapatna), Adil Shahi 
Mosque (Gulbarga), Jumma Masjid (Dharwad), and Noorani Masjid (Mangalore) are some 
of its major mosques. Hindu temples are scattered throughout the state. The major Hindu 
temples are the Mallikarjuna Temple (Pattadakal), Kedareshwara Temple (Balligavi), Durga 
Gudi Temple (Aihole), and Virupaksha Temple (Hampi).

Table 4: Popular Heritage (architecture) Sites in Karnataka

Place Popular Sites
Aihole Durga Temple, Ladkhan temple, Badigargudi Triyambakeshwar temple, 

Jyotirlinga temple, Mallikarjuna Temple, Hallibasappa Gudi, Rachigudi, 
Kuntigudi, Ambigaragudi, Chakragudi, and Garudagudi.

Ashtoor Tomb of Ahmad Shah Al Wali Bahamani, Ahmad Shah’s Queen, Sultan 
Allauddin Shah II, Sultan Humayun, Malika-i-Jahan, Hazrat Khalil Ullah, 
Sultan Kalim Ullah, Sultan Wali-Ullah, Muhammad Shah Bahamani, 
Muhammad Shah III, and Sultan Nizam Shah.

Badami Badami cave temple, and Upper Shivalaya Temple.
Chitradurga Ankli Matha Caves, ancient coins, ruins of dams, Bhairaveshvara Temple, 

Paradeshappa Caves, large boulders, and Tiger engraved rock.
Basavakalyana Basavakalyana Fort, Basaveshwara Temple, Parusha Katte, Tripurantaka 

Lake, and Anubhava Mantapa.
Halebeedu Hoysaleshwara Temple, Kedareshwara Temple and multiple Jain temples.
Jalasangvi Kalyana Chalukya Temple and carvings of female dancers.

Source: https://karnatakatourism.org/

There are opportunities for adventure tourism in Karnataka. Dandeli is popular for water 
rafting opportunities in the Kali River. Tourists can enjoy scuba diving destinations on Netrani 
island.  Kodachadri Hill is a popular Natural Heritage site in Western Ghats. Tourists can view 
the lovely landscapes and Kollur Mookambika Temple. Trekking and hiking are the additional 
attractions. Kumara Parvatha Trek is popular for trekking adventure activity in the Western 
Ghats. Kukke Subramanya is often used as a base for the trek. BR Hills, Chikmagaluru, Nandi 
Hills, Kote, Kemmanagundi, Sakleshpur, and Savanad are popular eco-tourism places of the 
state. Hampi has been recognized as the best Tourism Village of 2023 in the Bronze category.

Malgudi Museum, Folklore Museum (Mysuru), Government Museum (Bangalore), 
Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum (Bengaluru), Sand Sculpture Museum 
(Mysuru), Sandalwood Museum (Mysuru), Mysuru Rail Museum, Manjusha Museum 
(Dharmasthala), INS Chapal Warship Museum (Kanwar), and Jayachamarajendra Art Gallery 
(Mysuru) are the other tourist attractions. There are beautiful Theme parks or recreational 
parks in Karnataka. These are the Freedom Park (Bangalore), GRS Fantasy Park, Innovative 
Firm City, Lumbini Gardens, Snow Park, Wonderla, Brindavan Gardens, Cubbon Park, and 



Volume 12, Number 1-2, January-June 2024Journal of Indian Research

65

Lalbagh Botanical Garden. 

Karnataka is rich in culture and ceremonies. Travellers can enjoy the Hampi festival, 
Chalukya Utsava, Kanakagiri Utsava, Lukkundi Utsava, Pattadakallu dance festival, Vitla 
pindi, Udupi Paryaya Utsava, Kambala, Mysuru Dasara, Vairamudi festival, and many others 
festivals of the state. Travellers can also enjoy the delicious cuisines like Mysuru pak, Maddur 
vada, Bisi bele bath, Mysuru masala dosa, Puliyogare, Ragi mudde, Thatte idli, Belagavi 
kunda, Bharwad pedha, Jalada roti, etc.

Table 5 (a): Relation between the Number of Tourists and Gross State Domestic  
Product in Karnataka

Year Number of Tourist Gross State Domestic Product (Rs. crore)*
2011-12 84681395 6,06,010
2012-13 94648088 6,43,033
2013-14 98646518 7,04,466
2014-15 118845090 7,48,429
2015-16 120500444 8,31,330
2016-17 129224352 9,41,774
2017-18 180478339 10,19,708
2018-19 214850172 10,85,101
2019-20 228543468 11,48,806
2020-21 77618664 11,08,212
2021-22 81406146 12,29,713

Source: Economic Survey of Karnataka 2022-23, pp.18-19. Note: * at Constant (2011-12) 
Prices.

Table 5 (b): Summary Output

Regression Statistics

Multiple R 0.424894263

R Square 0.180535135

Adjusted R Square 0.089483483

Standard Error 209093.3055

Observations 11

Source: Calculated by authors.
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Table 5 (c): ANOVA Analysis

  df SS MS F Significance F
Regression 1 86687037729 86687037729 1.98277715 0.192690333
Residual 9 3.9348E+11 43720010392
Total 10 4.80167E+11      

Source: Calculated by authors.

  Coefficients Standard Error t Stat P-value
Intercept 690723.1486 171393.1274 4.030051606 0.002972743
Number of Tourist 0.001726986 0.001226456 1.4081112 0.192690333

Source: Calculated by authors.

Table 5(a) shows the R Square value is 0.180535135. This means there is no relationship 
between the number of tourists and the gross state domestic product in Karnataka. Table (4-b) 
shows that the p-value (0.192) is higher than the critical value at a 5% level of significance 
(p> 0.05), therefore the null hypothesis-1 is accepted. So, should be concluded that there is no 
relationship between the tourist arrivals and the Gross Domestic Product in Karnataka. The 
tourism sector is a growing sector in Karnataka. It has contributed more to the economy of 
the state. To discuss the prospects and challenges of the tourism sector of Karnataka, a SWOT 
analysis has been conducted below.

Table 6: SWOT Analysis of Tourism Industry in Karnataka

Strengths Weaknesses
	Hospitable people
	Unique culture
	Politically and socially stable state
	Rich history and heritage
	The scenic beauty of nature 

	Insufficient transport facilities
	Inadequacy of infrastructure
	Lack of funds for development
	Lack of transparency in policies
	Lack of adequate infrastructural support 

Opportunities Threats
	Adventure sports and trekking.
	Increased disposable incomes of people
	Long coastal areas
	Eco-tourism is gaining popularity

	Environmental factors
	High competition from other states

Source: Author’s creation

There are many challenges before the tourism industry of Karnataka. Some of them are 
inadequate infrastructure, overcrowding population, lack of skilled manpower, competition 
from other tourist destinations, poor marketing, and safety of tourists. Karnataka government 
can develop the tourism industry by investing in human resources, developing niche tourism 
products, promoting business tourism destinations, promoting responsible travel practices, 
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developing eco-tourism destinations, and raising awareness of the importance of sustainable 
tourism practices among tourists, businessmen, and the local community.

The Karnataka government has introduced various policies for the development of the 
tourism sector. The Department of Tourism, Government of Karnataka (Department) was 
established in 1974, to develop and promote its tourism sector. Presently four government 
undertakings, under Department of Tourism, namely Karnataka Exhibition Authority (KEA), 
Mysuru; Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure Limited (KTIL); Jungle Lodges and Resorts 
Limited (JLR); and Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation Limited (KSTDC) are 
functioning in the state.

The new Karnataka Tourism Policy (2020-26) has recommendations for the development 
of the tourism industry. The policy emphasizes to create a tourism circuit by integrating 
wildlife, spiritual, eco, rural, heritage, and coastal destinations in the state. The policy also 
focuses on the development of new tourism avenue like mining tourism, beach tourism, and 
caravan tourism. The government has a proposal for Tourism Development Fund under the 
Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure Limited for the development of tourism destinations. The 
policy also encourages private investment in the tourism sector. “Karnataka Archaeological 
Museum and Art Gallery” is going to be established in Chamundi Vihar stadium, Mysuru 
to exhibit the rich art and cultural heritage of Karnataka. The government has also set up a 
proposal for a Marketing Development Assistance scheme to encourage private stakeholders 
to invest in its tourism sector. 

The Government has introduced the Tourism Trade Facilitation Act, 2015 to increase 
transparency and investment in the tourism sector. The new Act provides information on 
ecotourism projects and regulations for setting up of resorts in the state. This Act shall help 
the applicants to register, and recognize the property through the approvals of the authority 
concerned.

 The government as well as the tourism department have the power to administer the 
hotels and resorts. The state cabinet has approved setting up of an ecotourism development 
board. The creation of the Karnataka Eco Tourism Development Board has provided a new 
structure, policy, guidelines, awareness and education, and provided opportunities for training 
and capacity building amongst the stakeholders. The state government has also announced the 
creation of a District Tourism Task Force Desk to identify new tourism potential places.

CONCLUSION

There are bright prospects for religious, adventure, heritage, and rural tourism in the state. 
These prospects constitute its beautiful hills, caves, beautiful national parks, sanctuaries, 
safaris, religious places and the significant architectural pieces. Kalaburagi and Bangalore 
are important sites for travellers. The Western Ghats and the southern districts are popular for 
eco-tourism Travellers can be involved in water-based activities like fishing, swimming, and 
boating,in lakes and rivers. Hampi has a cultural significance. Karnataka abounds in religious 
and cultural festivities, flora and fauna, dance and music, rivers and mountains, monuments 
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and architecture, places of mythological and historical importance, hills and valleys, river falls 
and springs, lakes and their scenaries which make the tourists to visit such destination. 

Hill stations in Karnataka are famous for their serene environment, tall mountains and 
lush green forests. The natural beauty, along with the UNESCO recognised World Heritage 
Sites, shrines, monuments, sanctuaries, modern cities etc. attracts millions of tourist in the 
state. The Jog Falls is also called the ‘Niagara of India’. Karnataka has more potential for 
religious tourism. The state has holy places of worship. Karnataka is rich in culture and 
festivals.

The key findings have emerged through the examination of various factors, such as 
tourist arrival, economic contributions, government policies, and challenges faced by several 
sectors. There are numerous challenges before the tourism industry. Hence, the government 
must focus on improving further its infrastructure, transport facilities, safety of tourists, 
homestay facilities, hospitality, media coverage, and maintenance of law and order to attract 
more and more tourists to the state. ANOVA analysis has revealed the important factors like 
infrastructure development, promotional strategies, and sustainability initiatives can shape 
the trajectory of Karnataka’s tourism sector. Effective government policies and private sector 
participation can play pivotal roles in enhancing the competitiveness of Karnataka as a tourist 
destination. This paper underscores the significance of tourism as a key driver of economic 
development in Karnataka and emphasizes the need for holistic and inclusive approaches to 
ensure its continued growth and prosperity in the years to come. 
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